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Please allow me to thank you for the great honor of inviting me here today. I thank Governor Davis, lieutenant governor Cruz Bustamante, Senate majority leader Richard Polanco, and the chair of the Mexico-California committee Marco Antonio Firebaugh. I would also like to thank MIMEXCA as well as all the people of this great state for making this possible today.

I am here to tell you that Mexico can be much better than it is today. I am here to tell the 17 million Mexicans that live in the United States, that your Mother country, which you still feel in your hearts and minds, will soon be in good hands. I am here to tell our Californian and other American friends and partners, not to fear the coming democracy in Mexico, but to embrace it with confidence. Mexico will become the next success story of our times.

Mexico is going through a historical period. The struggle to create growth, social justice, human development and safety, will begin this coming July.

This July 2nd, the Mexican people will have an opportunity to write a new chapter in the nation’s history.


At stake is not an election between different candidates or parties, but something much more profound.

The choice is to continue with a monopoly of power, the longest reigning one-party system on earth, or achieve the much-awaited transition to democracy.


The choice is to continue with the same sad tale of misery, hopelessness and bad government of the past seven decades, or begin a new National Project of Prosperity, Hope and Freedom.

Mexico’s recent economic history has been a real tragedy. The sad truth is that the Mexican people today have the same living standard and real wages than we did in 1970. 

We all know about Mexico’s palsied system of law enforcement and justice, and its weak institutions.

We need a rule of law that includes not only just and genuine laws, but competent officials that govern according to those laws.

We need a modern institutional order that recognizes Mexico’s political diversity and promotes the balance of power; that rebuilds the state on legal and moral bases; that promotes federalism and that recovers the trust of the citizens.

The government program that I will implement as President of the Republic responds to a vision where Mexico, in one generation’s time, can guarantee:

· Economic stability,

· Well-founded and sustainable economic growth,

· Balanced regional development

· Democracy and rule of law,

· Human capital development,

· Well-paid jobs, and

· Opportunities for all to live a decorous life.

My Commitment

My commitment is to jump-start a new “Mexican miracle” of growth and employment.

It is clear that in a six-year administration, all of the problems and lags that have accrued during decades of bad governments cannot be solved.

But it is also true that in six years of good government, the bases can be set to change the path of growth of the economy and overturn the dramatic trend of deterioration of wealth distribution in our society.

· We will go from crony capitalism, to economic freedom; 

· from environmental genocide to sustainable development; 

· from a policy of illiteracy to an Education Revolution; 

· from the rule of men to the rule of law, 

· from economic stagnation to broad-based prosperity;

· from a government that serves itself from the people, to one that serves the people; 

· from a one-party dictatorship to a multiparty democracy.

Instead of an illegitimate state party, a regime of lies and a war against civil society, we want to build a democracy, an honest government and opportunities for all.

There can be no prosperity without the rule of law. For example, because of its democracy and rule of law, Argentina last year attracted five times more foreign direct investment per capita than Mexico, despite its distance from the markets, strong currency and no NAFTA-like agreements. Five times. Mexico can do so much better than it is today, even with a minimum of reforms.

And for those who say that it cannot be done, or that change can only be slow and painful, I give them the examples of the Czech Republic, Spain, Estonia, Argentina and Poland. These were also stagnant dictatorships that returned to democracy and applied the reforms I am proposing for Mexico, and have grown at rates well over seven percent. All of them have created prosperity, hope and freedom for their inhabitants, and have become more reliable, peaceful and purposeful global partners.

While Mexico today suffers from Africa-like conditions, there is no reason why Mexico cannot become the next Spain, the next Czech Republic or the next Poland. According to an independent study from the prestigious Tecnológico de Monterrey, which is the “Harvard of Mexico”, the six States the PAN governs are all in the top ten best-managed states in the Republic. What is our secret? Good government. Transparency International ranked Mexico as the most corrupt nation on earth relative to the educational attainment of its top leadership. Even with a minimum of reforms, Mexico can be so much better than it is today.

Mexico and the United States are very fortunate to have each other as neighbors and friends. Mexico is equally fortunate to have the world's seventh economy, California, as its neighbor, and special friend as well. I know that Mexico is constantly in your minds, and that you seek to improve our common destiny. I know that just as I promoted cultural and educational exchanges, Mr. Bustamante and Mr. Firebaugh are also promoting similar exchanges to deepen the understanding between these two great and unique nations. Anyone who helps promote dialogue and understanding between Mexico and the United States is a friend of mine.

I am also here to make a special appeal.

In 1989, fresh from overthrowing communist tyranny in Poland, Lech Walesa made an appeal to one of his nation's greatest resources: the 8 million Polish Americans and Canadians, to help rebuild their shattered Mother country. Today, I am here to do the same. The 17 or so million Mexicans and Mexican-Americans in the United States are one of our nation's greatest resources. Collectively, they produce about as much wealth as Mexico itself--with its 100 million people, oil, tourism and other resources. Under conditions of extreme adversity, these migrants had to leave their nation to build a better future for themselves and their children. They prove one thing: When given a chance, the Mexican people do well. I know there are many of you here in this very chamber, working to make your new home the most powerful and prosperous nation on earth. I only ask, that you also consider your roots, your country that admires you and looks up to you for advice, encouragement and hope.

Rebuilding Mexico will be a great task, but no greater than the determination, the purpose and the vision of our 117 million people. I say to the Mexicans in the United States: The Mother Country calls you, to help us overcome the long nightmare of dictatorship and decline. The Nation calls you in this hour of need.

I am confident that Mexico will begin the twenty-fist century with the right foot forward, and that we will agree on National Project that builds trust and hope in our chosen path. A project that will allow Mexico to face the future with confidence.

We are one step away from a democratic transition. I offer Mexico a pact of unity and reconciliation. Unity not only between the forces of change within Mexico, but unity between Mexico and her children, those that share our hope and our struggle for a better tomorrow.

It is time to show that above all our personal and temporal interests lie the greater national aspirations of Mexico.
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