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One evening in early March 1998, I hit upon almost accidentally an eavesdropping center in my home state of Campeche. My supporters stormed the center and confiscated transcripts, recordings and computer files documenting in great detail seven years of the lives, private conversations and movements of leading figures, including mine and those of my family's. The center was part of a larger network operated (against Mexican law) by Gobernación, the ministry responsible for state security and for keeping the ruling party in power—in short, a Mexican KGB. Mexico’s infamous system of electoral fraud, for example, is the work of this “untouchable” ministry. Other spying incidents also occurred against congressman Santiago Creel, presidential candidate Vicente Fox, human rights commissioner Mariclaire Acosta, and over a dozen others.

The head of Gobernación during these incidents was Francisco Labastida, a longtime apparatchik and now presidential candidate of the long-ruling Institutional Revolutionary Party, or PRI. The lower house of Congress, where the PRI lost its majority in 1997, repeatedly called on Labastida at that time to explain these “Watergate” incidents, but he refused, mocking the congresspeople as “naive” and “lightweights.” With a wry grin, he even denied any knowledge of spying on opposition figures. Even the Washington Post could not get Gobernación nor Labastida to answer their questions. The actions of the political police violated the Constitution, in addition to various other laws such as the Penal Code, the General Communication Law and the Law Against Organized Crime. We presented 7,308 pieces of evidence of the spying incident: receipts of the purchase of the Israeli equipment, payrolls of the operating agents, copies of all the wiretaps, etc. The PRI blocked all inquiries into the matter, and has even filed various charges against me.

Serious enough by themselves, these incidents are not isolated cases, but part of an ominous pattern of grave violations perpetrated by a ministry whose former chief is the official candidate to become Mexico’s president. Gobernación is also in charge of “controlling” the PRI governors and here, too, we find several disturbing violations during Labastida’s tenure.

The first was the kidnapping operation that ensued in Morelos, home state to the resort city of Cuernavaca, in which Judicial Police units directly tied to the PRI governor, Jorge Carrillo, were kidnapping prominent non-PRI businesspeople for ransom and killing some of their victims. This perverse triangle of kidnappers, secret police agents and state officials was discovered in January 1998 but Carrillo did not resign until mid-May of that year. His party, President Zedillo and Secretary Labastida, defended Carrillo until the very end. Gobernación attempted in vain to cover up the incident and to keep the governor and his police lieutenants in power. Our appeals to Gobernación to re-open the case, not only to bring justice to the victims but also to refund their ransom monies, went unanswered. 

Another serious case involving PRI governors with the complicity of Gobernación (at that time headed by Esteban Moctezuma, Labastida's campaign manager) was the election in the small southern state of Tabasco, where PRI candidate Roberto Madrazo spent 72 million dollars on his gubernatorial election, 60 times more than the legal maximum. Someone within the PRI leaked out the documents that enabled the opposition parties to tally the incredible sum—a figure larger than what it took to elect President Clinton. However, despite the clear evidence and the documents to prove it, neither President Zedillo nor Secretary Labastida moved against the governor in any way when the scandal broke during the latter’s political-police tenure. All Gobernación did was to plant eavesdropping devices in the office of opposition congressman Santiago Creel, who was heading a congressional committee to investigate the incident.

Gobernación continues to support its favorite son. Recently, its new head publicly “dismissed” a non-PRI victory, and banned a television spot by the opposition party PAN, along with several anti-fraud spots by the electoral institute. In addition, Gobernación refuses to cooperate with a congressional committee created to prevent the illegal diversion of government assets to fund political campaigns. They also recently denied visas to several foreign electoral observers that have already been approved by the electoral institute. Gobernación also used its spying prowess to recently discredit another opposition presidential candidate, Porfirio Muñoz Ledo, as he was about to announce an alliance with Vicente Fox. Labastida is a Mexican version of J. Edgar Hoover in more ways than one. But at least the controversial FBI chief never ran for president.

Labastida has also had access to documents of a bank bailout system whose information, by law, is supposed to be secret and under an independent commission. Labastida has personally accused opposition politicians and their relatives of benefiting from the bailouts—again, openly and blatantly using classified information illegally.

Labastida in desperation over his precipitous drop in the polls (he is now behind Fox) ditched all reference to "legality" and the "New PRI," and surrounded himself with the Old PRI "dinosaurs," party patriarchs with a long history of fraud and other crimes. Many have Gobernación backgrounds. One of them, Manuel Bartlett, cannot travel to the U.S. for fear of arrest, since he is suspected in the torture-murder of a U.S. federal anti-drug agent while he was head of Gobernación in the mid-1980's. Bartlett recently called Labastida's political opposition "a threat to national security."

It is common for dictatorships to perpetuate themselves through repression. The PRI has been no stranger to this tactic, though the main foundation of this 71-year regime is corruption. Their attempt to impose Labastida on Mexico is an affront to social peace, and therefore constitutes an act of repression. It would also prolong the PRI's long tradition of corruption, and the ruin it has made of Mexico.

