[image: image1.jpg]




National Action Party

Mexico’s democratic alternative

Position Papers

1. What is the PAN?

2. Genuine political reforms

3. Economic reforms for the majority

4. The PAN’s responsibilities today

5. The PAN and Mexico-U.S. relations

6. The PAN and human rights

7. Chiapas

8. Labor unions

What is the PAN?

The PAN, or National Action Party, is the largest and oldest pro-democracy party in Mexico. It is a non-denominational grass-roots party that advocates the rule of law, economic freedom, transparency, federalism, limited government and good relations with Mexico’s foreign partners. It is also a party of values, of believing in human dignity.

The PAN was founded in 1939, and for over 60 years has consistently fought for its democratic goals in a country ruled by a one-party regime. The fact that a group of people formed and joined a party of their own accord, despite the inherent obstacles and intimidation, is an achievement in itself. It proves—contrary to what the official party espoused at the time—that the Mexican people are capable of following a doctrine, building a structure in opposition to the one-party system, being independent from the government and abiding by the Constitution.

Since the late 1980s, the PAN gained much strength, culminating in the presidential election victory on July 2nd of  2000 as well as important legislative gains.

The PAN has never in its history advocated violence or unconstitutional means to participate in the political struggle. Rather, it has worked patiently, through the ballot box and through peaceful resistance, to bring about positive change in Mexico, despite the many and systemic injustices. The PAN has traditionally been the one genuine independent party that pro-democracy elements in Mexico have turned to. Despite all the odds, the PAN has historically enjoyed the support of over 30% of Mexicans.

The PAN’s founder Manuel Gómez Morin was a "classic liberal," and advocated the supremacy of the individual over the corporatist state being built since the 1930s. He once observed: "Uncontrolled greed has wrought havoc in the nation. A tornado of negative propaganda, contradictory ideologies, and systematic lies impede a clear vision of the national reality".
The Objectives of the PAN are:

I. The acknowledgment of every person’s dignity, the respect of fundamental human rights and to insure the social conditions required for the safeguard of that dignity 

I. Concerning political action, all individual activities shall be subordinated to the achievement of the common good

II. The preeminence of national interests over group interests 

IV. The establishment of democracy as a form of government as well as a system of coexistence

Genuine Political Reforms

Mexico has been ruled by an official one-party regime since the late 1920s. This outcome was not foreseen by the true architects of the 1910 Revolution, who sought the opposite goal.

The one-party system has taken a serious moral, political, social and economic toll on Mexico. The official party perpetuated itself in power through illegal and unconstitutional means, including broad-based electoral fraud in local and federal elections, corruption, intimidation, control of the media, control of other parties and using government resources for party purposes.

The goal of the PAN, since its official founding in 1939, is to make Mexico a genuine democracy. The PAN has pursued this agenda both in and out of office, and this drive has intensified as the PAN has gained more political responsibility both at the local and federal levels.

Specific reforms include:

· The dismantling of the system which permitted and carried out electoral fraud. All elections will be transparent, fair and free

· The ending of censorship and self-censorship. Specifically, a PAN government will encourage true freedom in the media, as the main guardian of human rights, political participation and check on government abuse

· The creation of truly independent judiciary and legislative powers, and the much-awaited end of the “presidencialismo”

· The abolition of the system of presidential favoritism, making the office of the presidency publicly account for all its expenditures and decisions

· The strengthening of the rule of law

· The protection of human rights, and, concurrently, the creation of true oversight and accountability mechanisms over the police ministries

· The creation of true federalism and the ending of Mexico’s notorious over-centralism, devolving power and responsibility to the states and municipalities

The PAN would like Mexico to become the next Czech Republic, the next Spain, the next Poland. Our longtime motto: democracia: la solución
Economic Reforms for the Majority

The PAN believes that genuine economic freedom is the best and only path to broad-based prosperity, democratic consolidation, justice, social development, authentic freedom and the creation of a middle class. The PAN has always opposed the corporatism of the PRI-state, both in its “crony socialism” form before 1988, to its “crony capitalism” version under the Salinas administration. Indeed, whereas the PAN is often portrayed as a "pro-business" party, a more accurate description would be pro-economic freedom, where small businesses, family farms and entrepreneurs have a chance to obtain credit, are not over-burdened with red tape and have markets to succeed and create jobs.

A PAN government will institute reforms for the majority, not for a select few close to the president. Our models will be countries that successfully made the transition from a stagnant crony dictatorship to a prosperous free-market democracy. These include Spain, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Poland and Portugal. There is no reason why Mexico cannot follow and even improve upon their example.

Specific steps include:

· Broad-based liberalization of new business creation

· Streamlining and simplification of laws on investment, ownership and capital formation. As Tacitus said, “the more laws, the more corruption”

· Transparency in government information

· Support for small- and medium-sized businesses

· An independent central bank

· De-monopolization

· Judicial guarantees to protect investors

· The further consolidation of NAFTA and other free-trade agreements
· The gradual re-payment of the foreign debt

The PAN however, will not lose sight of the poorest segments. We believe however, that targeted assistance to lift them from poverty and deprivation will do much more than broad subsidies, which tend to create distortions in the economy, as well as arbitration and corruption opportunities for the political and bureaucratic classes administering them.

Genuine economic freedom will not only bring prosperity to Mexico, they will also prevent any party from perpetuating itself illegally in power again.

The PAN’s Responsibilities Today

The PAN is a party that governs responsibly and governs well. Mexico’s citizens have voted in increasing numbers for the PAN in the last five years, as the official party has gradually lost its grip on the political system. Achievements include:

· The PAN (in coalition with the Green Party) won the presidential elections on July 2nd, 2000, electing Vicente Fox as the first non-PRI president in 71 years

· On July 2nd, the Mexico City legislature also obtained a PAN plurality

· In March 1996, the Mexican Republic enjoyed 215 mayors from the PAN. In February 1999, the citizens elected 287 mayors from the PAN

· Out of the 20 most populated municipalities in the country, 13 are now governed by the PAN, representing a total population of almost 11.5 million. These municipalities include: Guadalajara, Monterrey, León, Juárez, Tijuana, Zapopan, Naucalpan, Tlanepantla, Mexicali, Mérida, San Luis Potosí, Guadalupe and Aguascalientes 

· Today, the PAN governs seven states: Aguascalientes, Baja California, Guanajuato, Jalisco, Nuevo León, Querétaro and Nayarit (in coalition). The governor-elect of Morelos is also PAN

· The period from March 1996 to February 1999 shows that the percentage of Mexican citizens governed by a PAN administration rising from 26 to 36 percent, which represents almost 33 million people

· In the 1997 federal elections, PAN won the state government of Nuevo León and Querétaro. The PAN obtained 27 percent of all the votes at the polls, which represents the highest percentage of votes ever obtained in a federal election 

· In the federal Congress, the PAN had 240 district seats in 1996, 119 federal Representatives and 25 Senators. Today, the Party has 287 district seats, 121 federal Representatives and 31 Senators. In the July 2000 elections, the PAN obtained a plurality in the lower chamber (in coalition with the Green Party) and obtained a close second place at the Senate

· In nearly 60 percent of the states of the Republic, the number of municipalities under PAN administration shows a sustained increase. Today, we have 287 municipalities under PAN administration in the country 

· Eleven state capital cities are under PAN administration, namely: Aguascalientes, Mexicali, Saltillo, Tuxla Gutiérrez, Guadalajara, Cuernavaca, Monterrey, Oaxaca, Querétaro, San Luis Potosí, and Mérida

· Presently, the PAN is composed of 127,000 active members and 220,000 affiliated members

· 25 percent of the PAN’s National Executive Committee is composed of women. Of the membership at large, 47 percent are women, making the PAN the party with the highest percentage of women among its rank and file

The PAN and Mexico-U.S. Relations

Mexico’s relations with the United States have always been and will always be of a special and delicate nature. They bear great fruit on both sides when managed properly.

Unlike the PRI, the PAN has never viewed the United States with inherent hostility. The “democratic peace” theory explains why: Mexico’s most democratic political party will have businesslike and fruitful cooperation with the world’s most powerful democracy, much like Canada has. 

Innovations the United Sates can expect from a PAN administration include:

1) Mexicans living in the U.S. will play a crucial role in rebuilding our devastated country. (See www.PRILEGACY.com). Unlike the previous governments that considered the Mexican emigrants as traitors, the PAN has always considered them as brethren deserving special attention. After all, they send their relatives about 8 billion dollars a year. Those 18 million people produce more wealth than Mexico's GNP. As Lech Walesa did with the Polish-Americans, Vicente Fox made a special appeal in a speech before the California Senate inviting Mexican-Americans to help re-build Mexico and make it a success

2) Lay the foundations for a North American common market within 30 years. In addition to NAFTA, the free movement of people will also better cement Mexico's and the U.S.'s shared prosperity. Shared prosperity will also reduce the incentives for Mexicans to migrate north. In 1980, barely emerging from dictatorship and poverty, Spain had millions of its citizens working in France and northern Europe. But today, despite their common market, there are far fewer Spaniards in those nations since Spain has practically reached their standard of living. We hope to achieve the same for Mexico in the next 30 years

3) The PAN and Vicente Fox will forge a new partnership with the U.S. based on shared democratic values, with the goal of achieving mutual prosperity, sustainability and hope

A PAN administration will steadfastly defend Mexico’s best interests—one of the most important being good relations and even partnerships with the world’s leading democracies, including the United States. A PAN administration, unlike its PRI predecessors, will not provoke crises with the U.S. for domestic consumption, but will be forthright, transparent and businesslike in its dealings. We expect the same respect from Washington. The more democracy for Mexico, the better relations will be with the United States and the world at large.

The PAN and Human Rights

Genuine democracy is the sine qua non of human rights. Mexico has suffered from human rights problems because of its previously undemocratic system and the legacy of impunity surrounding the one-party regime.

The PAN knows firsthand the human rights situation. As the system’s main opposition for 60 years, hundreds of PAN members have been subjected to intimidation, imprisonment, torture, disappearances, and “accidents.”

As Mexico’s leading pro-democracy party, the PAN puts the welfare of the individual before the welfare of the government. It has made human rights a priority. The PAN already has a good track record. The states run by the PAN are ranked as the best in terms of the protection of human rights. In the Congress, the PAN has also consistently pressured for the investigation of specific abuses, for the independence of the Human Rights Commission, for the granting of visas to foreign human rights observers and for publication of reports chronicling abuses.

If the PAN wins the presidency in 2000, it will continue its aggressive reforms on behalf of human rights. The PAN will:

· Dismantle the one-party system which not only tolerates, but perpetuates human rights abuses

· End all laws which encourage censorship and self-censorship

· Deeply reform the police organs 

· End the PRI’s practice of condemning foreign organizations that monitor the human rights situation in Mexico

· Encourage and welcome all foreign and domestic human rights organizations to expose abuses, thereby facilitating the government’s task of uprooting bad practices
· Reform the justice system

· Grant autonomy to the Indigenous nations

Chiapas

The National Action Party is not part of the Chiapas conflict, but aims to be part of the solution. The PAN parliamentary group has proposed constitutional reforms where the rights of autonomy, within the municipal framework, of the Indigenous groups are guaranteed.

The initiative combines the San Andrés Larráinzar accords with the creation of legal municipal charters that will be elaborated by the Indigenous communities, who will practice and express their autonomy in a municipal framework. The charters will contain social, economic, political and cultural norms, as well as the ability to apply customs and traditions in the settlement of internal disputes. According to the PAN initiative, the charters would respect national unity, individual guarantees, human rights and democracy, among others.

In the educational field, we seek to:

· Promote the cultural heritage of the Indigenous communities, as well as a bilingual education

· Safeguard the respect and knowledge of the diverse cultures

· Combat discrimination

In the field of justice, the Indigenous people will have the right to an attorney with knowledge of their language and culture. 

In order to carry out re-districting, a study needs to be carried out to analyze the feasibility of re-shaping the municipalities so that they coincide with the actual territories occupied by the different Indigenous communities, and so that they can be self-governed, elect their own authorities and practice their customs and traditions. Adjustments will also be made so that in the development programs and plans, the needs and cultural characteristics of the Indigenous communities are taken into account.

This PAN legislative proposal offers a broad possibility to accommodate the Indigenous communities in the municipal framework, so that they can become integrated into the nation while contributing their own unique characteristics to it.

In order to reinforce the effectiveness and legitimacy of the different political institutions, this initiative contemplates re-districting as a means to accommodate and recognize the actual geographical distribution of the Indigenous communities. This proposal is the sum of tradition, history, the Constitution, as well as the San Andrés accords. Its aim is to achieve a lasting peace in Chiapas.

Labor Unions

The PAN advocates and promotes freedom of association, and considers that labor unions are, and should be, organizations where the worker legitimately and voluntarily participates in the defense of his labor rights. The government and businesses should therefore respect the worker’s economic fruits and his right to organize.

Unfortunately, that has not been the position of the previous governments. Labor “unions” in Mexico have played a very different role than the one described above. Ever since the creation of the Confederation of Mexican Workers (known by its Spanish acronym CTM) and the National Peasants’ Confederation (CNC), the defense of workers’ rights has been subordinated to political prerogatives.

By granting them certain privileges and supporting their “official” status within the regime, the Mexican government maintained control of their appointed labor “leaders” in exchange for political backing and mobilization. In this way, the one-party regime blocks the genuine aspirations of Mexican workers. 

The PAN has always summarily rejected and condemned this system. Labor laws and practices will be amended in order to safeguard the voluntary association of workers.
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